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[talian and Migeran artists for cross cultural art
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Contemporary masters in Abuja
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In Crosscurrents... Nigeria, Italy melt on
canvas

WHEM selected anists of the two couniries convenged on Lagas, the absiractive
contents of Picasso of 1907 to 1909, which changed the face of modemism and
linked African and European arts was though less visible, but a new cross cultune
age, attempling o re-enarngise that Alro-Euno links has beckoned

IN its title, Crosscurngnts, a collaborative art exhibition, which featured MNigerian and
Iakan artists af the Chic Centre, Victonia Island, Lagos, from March 16 1o 18, 2011,
the message is clear, And interestingly, about 18 of these artists, are below the age of
50.

From painting, mixed media 1o photography and digital imaging, the exhibited antists
Holade Oshinowo, Ablodun Olaku, Alex Mwoksla, Riom Isichel, Uiche Edochie, Peju
Alatisze, Chidi Kwubin Cliver Enworwu, Uiche James Iroha Mudi Yahaya (Migerians)
and Matieo Basile, Angelo Bellobond, Filipgo Centénan, Frantascs Censali, Alberto
Di Fabio, Stefania Fabrizi, Omar Galliani, Jonathan Guitamacchi, Adriano Nardi,
Davide Eron Sakvadei (Ralians), showed the dynamics of contemporary ar in both
countries.

Organiased by Temple Productions and Moontemporary Art of aly, the event, also
derrysiified the widaly held view that art was not atiractive 1o corporalie secions.
Threa il companies: Cando, AGIP and Glabal Energy Group (GEG) sponsored the
exhibition,

¥While mast of the MNigaeran artists on the show used theair recent familiar techniques
and forms fo stress the unfolding dynamics of the country’s an, few others used the
gathering to blow a fresh breath of conceptual contents. One of such fresh moves
came through the lens of photo artist, Mudi Yahaya, in bwo saries of fernale nusdity,
which seamed o biur the ling betwsen axploiting famalea saxuality and art contant.
Yahaya, in an appanent atiempl 1o defend the boldness of his ens, yet mindhsl of the
sensibdity of the Aldcan environment, agreed that 8l immediabe encounter with the
works, viewers ralate with them in sexuality contaxt. He however wamed: “that’s not
the message.”
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[l Contemporary masters in Abuja
30 March 2011

The festivities in Nigeria for the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Italian Unification began on 21 March with ‘
the opening in Abuja of a contemporary art exhibition: 30 works by Angelo Bellobono, Filippo Centenari, Fabrizio

Cervelli, Stefania Fabrizi, Adriano Nardi and Davide Eron Salvadei, using both traditional techniques such as oil on ‘

canvas and innovative media on aluminium and plexiglass.

: . 1861 > II > >
The exhibition was mounted by Marta Boeri and Marinu Paduano’s M&M Contemporary Art, and was made possible .;%Eﬁ ,,,,, 2 u?..m.d-:..h.

through the sponsorship of ENI (through the Nigerian Agip Qil Company - NAOC) and a contribution from the
construction firm Stabilini.

A reception at the embassy followed the opening, whose guests included the Minister for Women's Affairs and
Minister of State for Energy of the Federal Nigerian Government. Also present were the ENI executive for
Sub-Saharan Africa, the CEO of NAOC, and many other Nigerian institutional, civil society and press
representatives, members of the Italian foreign service and other Italian nationals.

Ambassador Roberto Colaminé will host an exhibition in his residence on 30 March by Nigerian artist Ben Ibebe,
accompanied by a reading of Nigerian poetry.

Link

Embassy of Italy in
hittp-ifwwew.esteri itMAE/EN/Sala_Stampalrchiviohofizie/ Approfondimentif2011/03/20110331_Iniziative_Nigeria.htm Abuja



